Caring for Peromyscus spp. in research environments.
Peromyscus spp. are the most abundant native North American mammals. They have gained popularity as research animals in the last 20 years, and this trend is expected to continue as new research tools, such as whole genome sequences, baseline physiological data and others, become available. Concurrently, advances have been made in the recommendations for the care of laboratory animals. The authors provide insight into how the Peromyscus Genetic Stock Center successfully breeds and maintains several stocks of deer mice and related species. This information is beneficial to researchers that plan to include Peromyscus spp. in their research programs.